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SUPREME COURT 

The Supreme Court of the United States is the nation's highest 

judicial body and its highest appellate court. The court presides 

over cases of national importance, and over cases from lower 

courts where constitutional law comes into play. Its nine judg

es are nominated by the President and confirmed by a majori

ty vote of the Senate. Judges serve for life, barring resignation, 

retirement, or impeachment. A landmark case decided by the 

Supreme Court, Korematsu v. United States (1944) concerns the 

internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. 
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used by our enemies to destroy the dignity of the individual and 
to encourage and open the door to discriminatory actions against 
other minority groups in the passions of tomorrow. 

No adequate reason is given for the failure to treat these 
Japanese Americans on an individual basis by holding investiga
tions and hearings to separate the loyal from the disloyal, as was 

done in the case of persons of German and Italian ancestry ... 
I dissent, therefore, from this legalization of racism. Racial 

discrimination in any form and in any degree has no justifiable 
part whatever in our democratic way of life. It is unattractive in 
any setting but it is utterly revolting among a free people who 
have embraced the principles set forth in the Constitution of 
the United States. All residents of this nation are kin in some 
way by blood or culture to a foreign land. Yet they are primarily 
and necessarily a part of the new and distinct civilization of the 
United States. They must accordingly be treated at all times as 
the heirs of the American experiment and as entitled to all the 
rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution. 
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